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Selections from the Greek Papyri. Edited with Translations and 
Notes. By George Milligan, D.D., Minister of Caputh, 
Perthshire. The Cambridge University Press, ioio. Pp. 
xxxii+152. $1.50. 

The recent finds of papyrus documents in Egypt have been so numerous 
and important as to give rise to a distinctively new branch of classical study. 
It is well-nigh impossible for anyone but a professed papyrologist to keep 
thoroughly informed on all that is being accomplished in this field. To be 
sure, a vast number of the documents have been deciphered and published, 
but the volumes are, for the most part, large and expensive and are to be found 
only in well-equipped libraries. Even for many college teachers it has been 
difficult to acquire a knowledge of the exact nature of these finds. 

This volume contains a brief but excellent introduction dealing with the 
papyrus discoveries and their significance. Then follow the text and transla- 
tion, with notes, of 55 selections. The editor has confined himself to non- 
literary pieces which give a wonderfully vivid picture of the daily life of the 
times concerned. 

The scope and variety of subject-matter may be gathered from the fol- 
lowing titles selected at random from the book: "A Marriage Contract," 
"Epicurus to a Child," "Letter of Introduction," "Deed of Divorce," "Cen- 
sus Return," "Letter Describing a Journey up the Nile," "A Will," "Notice 
of Birth," "Notice of Death," "Invitation to Dinner," "Certificate of Pagan 
Sacrifice," "An Early Christian Letter," "A Christian Prayer." These 
range in date from 311-310 B.C. to the sixth century of our era. 

Of special interest may be mentioned the "Marriage Contract" of 311- 
310 B.C. which is the oldest dated document of its class. The rights herein 
guaranteed the woman are remarkable. The "Letter of Epicurus to a Child" 
(from Herculaneum) is by the famous philosopher and gives us a charming 
glimpse of the "man behind the philosophy." The "Certificate of Pagan 
Sacrifice" is of great interest in connection with Pliny's well-known letter to 
Trajan concerning the trial of Christians. That such certificates were issued 
was known from Cypriananus (Ep. ss), the Christian writer of the third cen- 
tury. He points out that during the bitter persecution of Christians by 
Decius, magistrates were not infrequently bribed by Christians who thus 
obtained false certificates stating that they had sacrificed to the pagan gods. 
Several of these certificates attesting compliance with this demand have now 
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been discovered and appear to have been written according to a regular legal 
form. 

The volume should appeal not only to the classical student but to anyone 
interested in ancient life. To the student of the New Testament it will be 
specially illuminating. 

G. C. Scoggin 

The University of Missouri 



Selections from the Latin Literature of the Early Empire. Edited by 
A. C. B. Brown, Fereday Fellow of St. John's College, Assist- 
ant Master at Marlborough College. Part A: "Inner 
Life"; Part B: "Outer Life." Oxford: Henry Frowde, 
iqio. Crown 8vo, pp. 128+128. Price 60 cents each; 
in one volume, $1 . 10. 
We have here presented in attractive form an interesting set of selections 
illustrating many phases of the "inner" and the "outer" life of the Empire. 
Part I is made up of 19 passages from Tacitus, Juvenal, Pliny, Ovid, and 
Horace arranged under the headings "Politics," "Education," "Literature," and 
"Philosophy"; Part II of 28 passages from Horace, Juvenal, Martial, Pliny, 
and Petronius covering "Social Types," "Social Incidents," and "Town and 
Country." About one-half of the work consists of Latin text, so that the sum 
total is not inconsiderable. The selections are made with taste and discrimina- 
tion for the most part, though it is obviously impossible to please everybody. 
Somewhat surprising is the failure to include anything at all from the Moral 
Essays of Seneca under the caption "Philosophy," and it is unfortunate that 
this author should be represented here by the Ludus alone, a work which gives 
no very exalted impression either of his wit or of his taste, and none at all 
of his real merits. Perhaps, too, room might have been made for some of the 
chatty but very significant anecdotes of Suetonius by curtailing somewhat the 
long and rather numerous selections from Juvenal. Mr. Brown evidently 
feels that the political situation was on the whole profoundly gloomy, all 
but one of the six extracts under "Politics" casting a very somber hue. To 
be sure the other side of the shield is not so frequently nor so tellingly illustrated 
in literature, but we have without doubt too long and too exclusively looked at 
the first Caesars through the spectacles of the senatorial opposition. 

The selections were made to serve as a textbook for the Oxford Local 
Examinations. How successfully they attain their object it is not for an 
American reviewer to say. Under the conditions that prevail in this country, 
however, they could be used with profit only by classes well along in their 
undergraduate course, for there is a striking lack of all grammatical aids and 
explanations to which American students have grown accustomed. However 
much we may sympathize with the editor in his general view — "The best 



